THIS is the fourth edition of a book which has been widely read as an explanatory book for the intelligent layman who happens also to have diabetes. It is also useful as a source of reference for parents of diabetic children, and is on sale in many general bookshops as well as in those with a medical interest. The book deserves its wide audience and is written with tact and consideration appropriate to the intended readers.
It fully deserves to go to a fourth edition. The format is perhaps now becoming a little old-fashioned and perhaps the layout could be improved but these are small points and probably are associated with the relatively low price which is charged for this book.
Like later editions of all successful books, some of the emphasis in the early chapters tends to become misplaced and nowadays much more would be made of the desire for really good control of blood sugar early on in the career of a diabetic person. This would lead to even more detailed discussion of the technique of capillary glucose self-monitoring on which a book of this sort might be expected to be very authoritative. The book will also be in danger of becoming out of date in the near future when the UIOO insulin is made available in 1983.
There are very good and sensible discussions of the special problems of diabetes associated with pregnancy and with childhood and I have no hesitation in recommending this book to any of my patients who might wish to know more about the subject. A Mixter and Barr, 1934 , who first described the disc lesion. The first few lines, which proclaim that orthopaedic medicine was born in 1929, herald a didactic exposition which reflects the rather special personal experience of the author rather than presenting a balanced textbook. Emphasis is rightly placed on careful clinical examination as a sound basis for diagnosis in locomotor lesions but excursion into other areas have not been so successful. In its eighth edition it does not reflect modern advances in diagnosis though this may also reflect the rapidly expanding diagnostic and investigative techniques in this area. There are a number of oversights, particularly in the paediatric field emphasising the near impossible logistic problem which confronts the author of a complete textbook. This book is certainly not for the medical student. It will be of interest to the informed and experienced. However, as it presents a tangential view of soft tissue lesions, it will not be a useful reference book. RABM A PATIENT'S GUIDE TO DIALYSIS AND TRANSPLANTATION. 
